Greater Excellence in Education Foundation helps students in
Harford County Public Schools achieve their brightest potential

SMILE Leadership
Conference
Supports middle school
students in learning 21st
century soft skills critical to
their life long development.
This 3-day overnight retreat
helps youth understand how
effective communication,
goal setting, and positive
decision making forms a
strong direction for their
future.
LEAD for Tomorrow
High School Leadership Program
Gives high school students a glimpse into the world of business, government
and the community. Delegates identify their impact on key societal issues
while developing career awareness and resources to prepare them for college
and the workforce.
our programs continued on page 2 »
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« our programs continued from page 1

TOOLS for SCHOOLS Resource Center
Ensures all students have the school
supplies to engage in high quality
learning. Teachers shop for free for
school supplies for their students
and their classroom saving educators
thousands of dollars in classroom
expenses.
TECH Tools
Bridging the digital divide allows
students to research homework
and complete coursework. Research
indicates students without technology
at home are academically performing
below their peers with technology.
Providing high poverty students with
technology increases their learning potential.
Books in Hand Summer Learning
Provides backpacks filled with skill level books and materials to build home libraries
for high poverty elementary students to improve reading proficiency. Access to books
actually in the home with skill based resources lead to the most opportunities to read.
Connect to a Classroom
Funds classroom initiatives outside of the district budget. Educators are encouraged
to create innovative and exciting educational programs to enhance and broaden
student learning. Classroom initiatives for funding can be found at www.geefinc.com.
Scholarships and
College and Career Access
Helping students make college achievable. Established
by business and community, scholarships help all
students achieve their dreams. Students receive
support in completing FAFSA, college essays,
college research, internship programs, and
mentored to ensure college and career success.
Everyday Heroes Award
Annual recognition of outstanding educators
of Harford County Public Schools. We honor
teachers who go above and beyond to make
learning rewarding and engaging.
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Greater Excellence in Education Foundation
Board of Directors
Executive Board:
Debora Gavin Merlock
President/Founder
Warren L. Hamilton
Chair
Oak Contracting, LLC
Doug Eder, Chair Elect
Oak Contracting, LLC

Terry Troy
Vice Chair Operations
Community
Janet Gomes
Vice Chair Finance
Weyrich, Cronin
& Sorra

Board of Directors:
Beth Bavis
M&T Bank
Richard Huffman,
Celebree Learning
Centers
Melissa Mickey
Principal, Magnolia
Middle School
Liz Leoni-Monti
APG Federal
Credit Union
Wayne H. Perry
Retired Principal, HCPS

Cathy Poniatowski
Community
Patricia Skebeck
Former
Superintendent, HCPS
Robbie Sargent
Booz Allen Hamilton
Lisa B. Sundquist
Principal, North
Harford Elementary
School

Inspire Magazine is published
bi-annually. For advertising
information contact:
publishing@sonipakdesign.com
The information published in
Inspire Magazine is correct to
the best of our knowledge.
Greater Excellence in Education
Foundation shall not be liable for
any errors in content, or for any
action taken in reliance thereon.
Copyright 2016 Greater
Excellence in Education
Foundation. Inspire Magazine is
a publication of Sonipak Design
& Marketing. All rights reserved.
Reproduction of any portion of
this publication without written
permission from the Publisher
is forbidden.
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Join us for the next edition of Inspire!
Spring 2017
For more information on advertising, eligibility and
rates contact: publishing@sonipakdesign.com
or call 443.752-9514

www.geefinc.com
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Created with TheTeachersCorner.net Word Search Maker

First, un-scramble the words, then find the un-scrambled words inn the puzzle below.
TOCDIENAU

EECAIHV

CHPASRHISOLS

TODOFNNUAI

DUESNTT

RGSRPAMO

EVINST

ERCHTAE

SALOG

IIPESRN

COHSLO

TRFUEU

ENEGAG

PTERNAS

SPCH

NESRRTPA

FILYAM

EEFG

HESDLAPIER

EOHRSE

BKOOS

LELCGOE

USSECCS

IGNRDAE

AERRCSE

AGRNTS

GELOTNYHCO

Answer Key: 1. Education 2. Inspire 3. Leadership 4. Achieve 5. School 6. Heroes 7. Scholarships 8. Future 9.
Books 10. Foundation 11. Engage 12. College 13. Student 14. Parents 15. Success 16. Programs 17. HCPS 18.
Reading 19. Invest 20. Partners 21. Careers 22. Teacher 23. Family 24. Grants 25. Goals 26. GEEF 27. Technology
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My tax-deductible gift is enclosed in the amount of $ _________________.
Please charge a total of $____________ to my:
__________Visa _________ MasterCard _________ American Express
Name: _________________________________________________________
Card Number: __________________________________________________
Exp. Date __________________ Verification Code: __________________
Email: _________________________________________________________
ZipCode: _____________________ Phone: __________________________
Please designate my gift for:
■ Use my gift where the need is the greatest.
Programs:
■ Connect to a Classroom
■ Books in Hand Summer Learning
■ Tools for Schools
■ TECH Tools
■ SMILE Leadership Conference
■ LEAD for Tomorrow High School Leadership
■ Scholarships
Special Events: ■ Everyday Heroes Awards Gala
■ The Prom
■ DIGITAL 5K Run
■ Golf Tournament
My company ________________________________________, will match this gift.
(Please mail the company matching gift form with this donation form.)
Education Tribute:

_______This gift is in memory of: ________________________________________
_______This gift is in honor/gratitude for:
Honoree’s Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________
Make your check payable to
Greater Excellence in Education Foundation
and mail to:
260 Gateway Drive, Suite 21A
Donate online
Bel Air, MD 21014
www.geefinc.com/donations

Volunteer Opportunities, In Kind Donations or Questions:
Email us at contact@geefinc.com
Thank you for contributing to the success of students of Harford County Public Schools
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How does AmazonSmile work?
When first visiting AmazonSmile,
customers are prompted to select a
charitable organization from almost one
million eligible organizations. In order to browse or shop at AmazonSmile,
customers must first select a charitable organization. For eligible purchases at
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase
price to the customer’s selected charitable organization.
Choose GEEF using this link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/20-2060496

Give Humble Bundle a try!
When you make a purchase in the
Humble Store, 10% of the net revenue
from every purchase is routed through
the PayPal Giving Fund to support charity, and now you can put that donation
towards Greater Excellence in Education Foundation.
Type the URL into your browser and Greater Excellence in Education will receive
a donation from Humble Bundle
Choose GEEF using this link:
https://www.humblebundle.com/store?charity=105795

Even More Ways to Support:
Workplace Giving with United Way
Does your company or place of employment
run a United Way Workplace Campaign?
If so, designate Greater Excellence in
Education Foundation:
United Way Designation 65752
Collection Drives
School supplies and gently used books give children valuable tools for learning
success. Hold a School Supply Drive or a Gently Used Book Drive anytime
throughout the year. Let us know you want to hold a drive and GEEF will
email you flyers to post in your business or for distribution in your community
organization. Email contact@geefinc.com and let us help you help all children
succeed in school and life.
www.geefinc.com
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September 14, 2016

October 14, 2016

All Harford County Locations

November 9, 2016

December 14, 2016

Join us on Dine Out Wednesdays for a great meal and
help support Greater Excellence in Education Foundation.
Each restaurant will be donating a percentage of sales back to GEEF.
www.geefinc.com
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College Planning Article, by Tina Mike

“Climbing the Ladder of Education Success”
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It is no secret math is used in everyday life as well as in
your students’ classrooms. Here are some quick and
easy ways to reinforce what they are learning at home!
1. Play games
Games dealing with numbers such as Uno, Monopoly, or Life are great resources
for incorporating numbers into your child’s life! Have them add up their money
or their cards, for example. Or, ask them how much they have left after you take
some away! Get creative while playing games!
2. Count coins
Not only are they sharpening their addition and subtraction skills, your child is
reinforcing how much each coin is worth – a very practical real world application!
3. Count groceries
Make the trip to the grocery store more interesting! Have your child count how
many groceries are in the cart, or even add up the prices of the groceries so they
know the cost before you get to the register.
4. Measure out recipes
This is simple enough – but to make it a challenge, ask your child to half or
double a recipe! Another good way to work on addition skills is to add up smaller
measurements to the true measurement, like putting two ¼ cups together to
make a half cup.
5. Help with homework
Make sure your student is correctly answering homework questions and help
them work through a problem they find difficult – just don’t solve it for them!
6. Encourage them to ask questions
Both at home and in the classroom, your child’s learning can be contingent upon
their comfort asking questions. The more you encourage questions at home, the
more they will ask them in class.
7. Point out numbers
On mailboxes, signs, on TV, just about anywhere. Add up the numbers on your
mailbox, subtract the regular gas price from the premium gas price – get creative
with everyday numbers!
8. Measure distances
Kids seem to be constantly on the move, have them measure out where they go!
Grab a ruler and find how far their playroom is from the kitchen, or find how
many inches long the kitchen table is.
9. Times tables
This is a basic, tried and true method to improve math skills. Make some
flashcards, make a big chart, whatever you can think of to help your child
memorize multiplication factors. The quicker the answers come to them in
class, the more confident they will be – and it will reflect in their grades!
10. Neatness counts
Teach neat handwriting! The clearer your child’s handwriting, the easier it will
be for them to follow their train of thought as they write out a problem. Writing
numbers and letters is an acquired skill and if you teach it at home, it is one less
thing they need to spend time thinking about in class – they will just know it!
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Greater Excellence in Education Foundation’s
“Stuff the Bus” campaign is a HUGE Success!
Each year thousands of Harford
County public school students start
school without necessary classroom
supplies. To help change that and
give financially disadvantaged pupils
the materials they need, the Greater
Excellence in Education Foundation
(GEEF) holds the “Stuff the Bus”
campaign to collect school supplies.
A donation of $2,000 in supplies from
the Abingdon Wegmans launched the
campaign this year, and moved GEEF
closer to the goal of gathering
enough items to stock 3,000 student
desks in time for the first day of
school on August 25th as well as
providing additional items for
students to replenish during the year.
Items collected, but not limited to
were:
Pencils (regular and colored),
Pens, Markers (washable and
dry erase), Crayons, Highlighters
Blunt edge scissors, Protractors,
Compasses, Erasers
Glue sticks and White glue bottles
Loose leaf paper, Index cards,
Composition notebooks
Two-pocket folders with
brads, Binders (1 1/2" and 3"),
Binder separators
Zippered pencil pouches
(including binder pencil
pouches), Plastic pencil cases
Backpacks
USB drives, Graphing calculators
Plastic zip storage bags (quart
and gallon size)
Tissues

Wegmans Supports GEEF Stuff the Bus Campaign:
Al Jackson (left), manager of the Abingdon Wegmans Food
Market, and Warren Hamilton, GEEF Board Chair

Numerous businesses in our community
participated as collection sites for the
various supplies requested as the
campaign quest to stock the coffers.
Thank you goes out to A. Bright Idea;
Aberdeen Dental Care; APG Federal
Credit Union; Armstrong Ceilings;
Aruba Sun and Spa; Beacon Staffing;
Bel Air Athletic Club; Bright Oaks
Pediatric Center; Chesapeake Bank
of Maryland; Coffee Coffee; Harford
County Department of Emergency
Services; Maryland Environmental
Service; Drayer Physical Therapy;
Edward Jones (Havre de Grace and
Aberdeen offices); Express Employment
Professionals; First National Bank;
Freedom Federal Credit Union;
Har-Co Credit Union; Harford Bank;
Harford County Chamber of
Commerce; Harford County Public
Library (all branches); Harford County
Public Schools (Hickory Avenue);
Harford Mutual Insurance Company;
Howard Bank; Jones Junction; New
Destiny Evangelistic Church; Pepsi
Cola Bottling Company (Havre de
Grace); Planet Fitness (Abingdon and
Bel Air); Point Breeze Credit Union;
stuff a bus continued on page 20 »
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« stuff a bus continued from page 18

Raytheon; Stringfellow
Management Group;
Sephora; Sunny Day
Café; The Arena Club;
The Yards at Fieldside
Village; Towson
University Northeastern
Maryland; Total Urgent
Care US Army 926th
CBN-DIV C; Wegmans
Food Market; Weyrich,
Cronin and Sorra, CPA
and the Y- Ward Family
Center (Abingdon).

HCPL school supplies:
Staff of the Harford County Public Library (HCPL) pose by a collection
bin for the GEEF “Stuff the Bus” collection campaign.

2016 marks the eleventh
year for the “Stuff the
Bus” campaign as there are 10,000 students living in or near poverty in Harford
County and GEEF has helped 1,600 this past year alone. But with a growing
population in need, GEEF seeks to help 3,000 students this year. This campaign,
which launched July 25th, is on target to achieving that goal. Supplies from the
first pickup were inventoried, boxed and delivered to Title I schools in Harford
County for the first day of school, so teachers could stock the desks of students
in need. Title I schools have 60% or more of students who qualify for the free
and reduced meals (FaRMs) program, a federal indicator of poverty. Items collected on the September 16th pickup will be used in the GEEF Tools for Schools
Resource Center so teachers can replenish necessary classroom items throughout
the academic year.
GEEF donated $22,000 in school supplies to Harford County classrooms in 2015,
and since its formation in 2004, has also
awarded thousands of dollars in college
scholarships to deserving students. In addition
to scholarships and supplies, GEEF offers
other valuable resources for the county’s
37,000 students such as the SMILE Leadership
Conference; LEAD for Tomorrow high school
leadership program; Books in Hand Summer
Learning; and the Connect to A Classroom
initiative that gives businesses in the
community the opportunity to directly
donate funds toward an innovative classroom
project or need.

Drayer Physical Therapy , Bel Air Office:
Names from l – r: Bryan Ault,
Bryan Dye, Jess Robinson
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Any organization or community group that
would like to host an additional school supply
drive as a service project can schedule a drop
off at contact@geefinc.com. For more
information about GEEF and the “Stuff the
Bus” campaign visit www.geefinc.com.

1. Keep a family calendar
Keep a large calendar easily accessible
for noting family’s commitments,
extracurricular activities, and days off from
school. Include on the calendar due dates for big
exams or when projects are due. Encourage your child to
record their own entries and use the calendar as reference.
2. Organize schoolwork
Make sure your child’s keeping notes, homework, handouts, and graded
assignments in separate folders in a binder. Try to check her backpack nightly
and set a time aside each week to go through her binder and get things sorted.
3. Establish a homework routine
Encourage a comfortable study area whether in the bedroom or the kitchen
table. Set a designated study time. Even if your child does not have homework
encourage them to use the time to review lessons, read or work on a fun project.
4. Create a homework tool box
Fill a box or a canvas bag with school supplies, calculator, and other materials.
Having the needed tools for learning available will make doing homework easier.
5. Conduct a weekly cleanup
Check the backpack nightly and set aside time each week to have your child go
through their backpack and binders. Sort through notes, graded assignments and
projects and file them in the proper folder or place in the binder.
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Tides, Trails & Treasures
of Harford county

This FREE 2017 community calendar, sponsored by Visit Harford!, will feature 12 breathtaking
locations featuring our county’s state parks. We have commissioned two local photographers,
Sean Simmons and Aurora Kahoe, to capture scenes, both hidden and those quite visible,
of our waterways, trails and secret landscapes.
20,000 copies will be distributed throughout Harford County and beyond the week of
Thanksgiving, just prior to the holiday shopping season. This wonderfully crafted piece
will entice you and the entire family to hike, visit and search for the photographed
locations within our county parks. We all know how lucky we are to live, work and
play here in Harford County and we hope visitors will think so as well.
A portion of the proceeds from the calendar will go to support the Harford Glen Foundation & the Susquehannock Wildlife Society

Be one of the first to receive your FREE calendar!
Join us for our Calendar Release Party, November 15 at Mountain Branch from 6-9pm.
This family fun event will showcase the exclusive photos chosen for the Tides, Trails
& Treasures calendar along with a meet and greet with our photographers.
A portion of the proceeds from the release party will go to support a local
non-profit organization. This year’s recipient is none other than the
Harford Glen Foundation.

Follow Tides, Trails & Treasures on Facebook and connect with Sonipak Design
& Marketing to find the location nearest you for your free calendar and to keep
up-to-date on future publications!
24
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Connect to a Classroom

School Grant

by Louis Romm, Special Education
Teacher, Joppatowne High School

Thanks to a generous
grant from Greater
Excellence in Education
Foundation, the students of
the Special Education Work
Experience Class at Joppatowne
High School were able to create The
Anchored-Up Coffee Shop to service the
teachers and staff of Joppatowne High
School. Due to GEEF’s grant, students
were able to engage in lessons on how
to start a business from the spark of an
idea to inception. Students were given
the opportunity to decide what products
and services they were going to offer,
what to name their business, how to
create a mission and vision statement
all while creating a place where they
could engage in ongoing real-world
work experience.
The Anchored-Up Coffee Shop gave the
students of the Special Education Work
Experience Class experiences that went
beyond the scope of providing students
with a place to learn and practice work
force skills. The Anchored-Up Coffee
Shop provided students with an
opportunity to use counting skills in
a real world setting in which each
item corresponded to a measure that is
important to the success of a business.
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Furthermore, the
Anchored-Up Coffee
Shop provided students
an opportunity to practice
their money skills, fill
out a bank deposit slip
and learn the difference
between profits and losses.
Additionally, due to GEEF’s grant that
funded The Anchored-Up Coffee Shop,
the students of the Special Education
Work Experience Class were able to use
their profits to expand their business
and engage in new experiences. The
students of the Anchored-Up Coffee
Shop used their profits to sell candy
grams at Christmas and Valentine’s
Day. The students of the Anchored-Up
Coffee Shop also used their profits to
collaborate with the students of the
Hospitality Management Class to
create, market, sell and deliver a dry
soup mix during the winter time.
Finally, due to GEEF’s generosity, the
Special Education Work Experience
Class was able to go to Pairings Bistro
where they examined all of the different
roles and responsibilities that go into
running a restaurant and then practiced
some of those roles as they took orders,
waited on tables and bussed tables.

It’s where you live, love and grow. It’s a place to
call your very own. It’s your home – your castle.
But remodeling your castle does not have to cost
as much as one. During our design/build process,
Kapinos Builders will work side by side with you
to develop creative, realistic solutions that fit
both your budget and your family’s needs.
From kitchens to baths to full home renovations
and additions – call Kapinos Builders to make . . .

Your Home, Your Castle!
Call us today for a FREE estimate

410.399.0099
or visit our website

www.kapinosbuilders.com
Local Family Owned & Operated

NOW HIRING!

Licensed & Insured
mhic 74273 • mhbr 6809

Lead Carpenter & Apprentice
Guaranteed year round, local work.
Must have own truck, basic hand tools
& at least 5 years experience (lead)
or 3 years experience (apprentice)
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DIGITAL 5K Run
Equestrian Center of Harford County
Saturday, September 10, 2016

Everyday Heroes Awards Gala
Richlin Ballroom
Wednesday, October 19, 2016

The PROM
Bel Air Armory
Saturday, April 1, 2017

2nd annual Golf Outing
Mountain Branch Golf Club
Tuesday, April 25, 2017

For more information on events, sponsorships and tickets
Visit www.geefinc.com/events
www.geefinc.com
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